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For many children an early years setting is their first 
experience of learning with a group of children away from 
their home, family and friends. Your child will be looked 
after by the staff or ‘practitioners’ at the setting. They have 
a responsibility for planning and supporting every child’s 
learning, including children with special educational needs. 
Children in early years settings learn from the foundation 
curriculum. You can ask the practitioners to explain more 
about this.

All children develop and make progress at different rates. The 
practitioners will want to talk to you about your child’s strengths, and 
areas where they may need extra help. 

Children who need a lot of extra help may learn from a curriculum with 
smaller stages (sometimes called P scales) at home with the help of a 
portage worker. This is someone who supports you and your child to 
learn at home - find more information at www.devon.gov.uk/portage

What is an early years setting?
It may be a day nursery, pre-school, playgroup, childminder, crèche or
a nursery class at a school. A parent and toddler group is different, as 
parents and carers meet together and stay with their children.

What happens if my child needs extra help?
If your child needs extra or different help then they will get it. 

The Special Educational Needs Code of Practice is the guidance that early 
years settings who receive government funding follow. Settings should 
identify one practitioner to be a Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator 
(SENCO) and have a written Special Educational Needs Policy which is 
available to parents and carers on request.

The extra help your child needs in order to learn is called  
Early Years Action.

http://www.devon.gov.uk/portage


What is Early Years Action?

The SENCO observes your child and records information to assess 
their needs and plan for them. You will play an essential part in this 
process by sharing your views about your child’s needs and how  
to help.

Your child’s views are also important. Young children may not be 
able to express their views easily, but adult observations of likes and 
dislikes, happy and sad times are useful.

The SENCO will ask you whether there are any other people working 
with your child who could help. For example the SENCO may get 
advice from a speech and language therapist or a health visitor.

The SENCO will make an Individual Educational Plan (IEP) for your child 
and will talk about it with you. The IEP will set targets for your child to 
achieve. Find more information on IEPs in our Glossary of Terms.

You will continue to be involved as your child’s progress is monitored 
and reviewed through the IEP. If there are more concerns your child 
may need Early Years Action Plus. 

What is Early Years Action Plus?

If there are more concerns about the progress your child is making 
the SENCO will ask your permission to seek advice from a specialist 
support service, usually an early years advisor.

Early Years Action Plus will carry on monitoring and recording your 
child’s progress until it is no longer needed, your child has extra or 
different help through Early Years Action, or a statutory assessment 
is needed. Find more information in our leaflet on statutory 
assessments.
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Starting primary school

How do I apply for a primary school place? 
 

You can apply for a primary school place at  
www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline  or you can phone the 
admissions team on 0845 155 1015  for a copy of the First Step 
booklet and admission form. These are the only ways that you can 
apply for a school place. 

You are responsible for transporting your child if you choose a school 
which is not the designated school.

Extra help at school? 

Schools have School Action and School Action Plus which work in a 
similar way to the early years versions. We recommend that you make 
contact with the school early and share your child’s IEP. 

Find more information in our leaflet on School Action and Action Plus.

Where can I find more information? 

Free copies of the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice and the 
foundation curriculum are available from the DfES on 0845 60 222 60.  
You can also quote Ref. HYCL to get a leaflet listing more free 
publications for parents.

Devon Early Years and Childcare Service can provide information on early 
years settings in your area and early years education funding.  
Call 0845 155 1013. 

Contact Devon Parent Partnership on 01392 383080  
or email parentpartnershipservice-mailbox@devon.gov.uk  
 
If you would like this leaflet in another language or format, 
or you need an interpreter please call 01392 383698.

http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline

